
Bible Story Discussion

MARY, MARTHA AND LAZARUS

Jesus rules over all things. Listen to this story that shows he has power even over death.

Let's Get Started

Episode Theme: Worshiping God - Jesus the Savior

1. Jesus said a lot about life and death in John 11:25-26. He was talking to his good friend Martha, who
was grieving the loss of her big brother. It must have been hard for her to understand. She knew that
Lazarus believed in Jesus, but he still died. What was Jesus talking about?

2. For most people, young and old, death is an uncertain and scary thing. In this story, Jesus made
Lazarus an example of why people who believe in him have hope, even in the face of death. As you
listen to the story, think about a time when you felt hopeless.

Memory Verse

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

John 11:25-26

After You Listen

Mary and Martha felt crushed. Full of hope, they had sent word to Jesus asking him to come when their
brother Lazarus was sick. They knew that Jesus loved Lazarus, and that he had the power to heal him, but
Jesus didn’t come right away. Then Lazarus died, and Jesus arrived days later. Mary and Martha lost hope
that anything could be done for Lazarus; Jesus had come too late.

Or did he? Grieving with his friends, Jesus said something strange to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the
life.” She was confused. She knew Jesus had the power to heal people, but could he raise them from the
dead? Soon after, Jesus did raise Lazarus from the dead, and he gave new hope to Mary and Martha.
Death is not the end! Jesus had power over death! A short time later, Jesus himself would be raised from
the dead. “I am the resurrection and the life” made sense then! The hope Jesus gave Mary and Martha
spread to all his believers.

When someone dies, you will be sad. Death is a separation, and it hurts, but Jesus shows that the
separation is not permanent. People who believe in Jesus will spend eternity with him living in heaven.
Christians live with hope.

Want to dig deeper and learn more about living with hope? Check out Isaiah 40:30-31, Romans 8:24-25,
and 1 Peter 1:3-6.

Challenge

In the next chapter of John, Jesus predicted his death and resurrection. In John 12:23-24, he used an
illustration of a seed to explain why he needed to die and come to life again. Seeds look like they are dead,
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but when they are put in the ground, they not only grow, they make new seeds that can be planted.

Plant some seeds in a container, water, and wait. Waiting is hard. It looks like nothing is happening, but
there is hope. Watch for new life coming from the dirt!

Take the Episode Quiz

Question 1: What happened the last time Jesus went to Bethany?

Answer: People there tried to kill (stone) him.

Question 2: How long had Lazarus been dead by the time Jesus came?

Answer: Four days

Question 3: Who ran out to meet Jesus?

Answer: Martha

Question 4: Why did the mourners not want to roll the stone away from the tomb?

Answer: There may have been a bad smell.

Question 5: Why did Jesus pray out loud to God?

Answer: So others will hear him and believe.
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